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Abstract

This paper aims to highlight the overall teaching and research activities of the
candidate by presenting his main results subsequent to having been awarded a doctor degree
in history.

Section 1.1 describes the major landmarks of the candidate’s academic career and
scientific work. A special emphasis is placed on how the main research directions and
scientific achievements took shape. Two perspectives have been employed in order to present
the candidate’s scientific achievements. One of them is to evidence how the preliminary
scientific objectives materialized publications, scientific and research projects. The second
one is to prove the impact of these results in the national and international historiography. The
impact has been measured in particular by references made to citations, awards granted and
the establishment of new academic courses related to the candidate’s research interests. The
section ends with a list of arguments supporting the candidate’s claimed ability to coordinate
individual research teams, to organize and manage teaching activities.

Section 1.2 presents the candidate’s first line of research: The boyar residential
environment, 14"-16" centuries. Its objectives were to reconstruct the boyars’ residences in
terms of their employed architecture and to establish their multiple functions. The candidate’s
conclusion is that the noblemen’s residences were sites of multiple buildings and functions;
they comprised not only houses, but also churches, utilitarian household annexes and
fortifications. The candidate has analyzed these components in terms of their featured
architecture and classified them accordingly. By using these typologies, he has identified the
models on which Romanian boyars relied to build their own residences. They were mostly of
Central European origins as far as dwellings and fortifications are concerned, but the churches
belonged to the Byzantine oikumene. The candidate has concluded that the boyars’ residences
fulfilled four functions. Besides housing, they also had economic, management and defensive
roles. Housing assumes that the boyar’s residence had to provide its residents with some basic
comfort and that such comfort is self-evident to the other members of society. These
conditions were met usually by the architecture feature and the housing facilities, by founding
court chapels (open to common people) and only exceptionally by defensive architecture. The
economic function implied that they could cover the residents’ consumption needs in terms of
food, clothing, household inventory and arms. This function is illustrated by three types of
activities and utilitarian-households enlargements documented near the boyars’ residences;

they were meant to deal with producing, preserving (storing) and even marketing consumer



goods. Their management function meant that the boyars’ residences were the commanding
centre for all activities related to the landlord administration. This is because such activities
required controlling, coordinating and directing them from inside a residence, and at the same
time the resident boyar family’s welfare had been its ultimate purpose. Defensive feature
meant securing the personal safety and property of the resident families. Most often this
function was carried out by a number of armed servants and only exceptionally by using
defensive architecture.

Section I.3 presents the candidate’s second line of research, entitled: Greek merchants
in the Romanian Principalities (c. 1550-1620). Its objectives have been to identify: (1) the
external factors that have lead to the settlement of Greek merchants in Moldavia and
Wallachia, and (2) the social strategies and economic activities by which they defeated local
competition, represented by the Saxon, Armenian, Hungarian and Romanian merchants. The
results achieved to date refer exclusively to the Greek merchant community in Moldova. The
main external factors were the intermediate position of Moldavia in the trade between Poland
and the Ottoman Empire; Moldavia’s integration into the Ottoman world-economy; a
favorable economic context in supplying Poland with Cretan wine; the opening of Venice’s
Oriental trade towards its Greek and Jews subjects; strong internal competition posed by
Jewish merchants in the Ottoman Empire. At a domestic level other factors also contributed to
the same result: the elimination of an important part of the local competition represented by
Saxons and Armenians by the Moldavian princes; the establishment of a community of
interest between Greek merchants and Moldavian princes via lending money, kinship
relations, and common political objectives; and finally, an abundent range of agro-pastoral
products available at low prices in local markets.

Under the title Varia oeconomica, section 1.4 presents two papers on economic
history. Their common objective is to produce some relevant statistic data in order to operate
a basic quantitative and qualitative economic analysis. In this case the results are: (1) an
assessment of Cretan wine trafficking in Moldova, mainly in the second half of the 16"
century; (2) and an assessment of the annual produce of Targu Ocna salt mine between the
16™ and the 18" century.

The second part of this paper highlights the candidate’s intentions regarding his future
research and teaching activities. He plans to continue research activities developed so far. In
close relation to the first research topic, he aims to study the everyday life of the boyars

during the 14™ to 16™ centuries. As far as the second research topic is concerned, the



candidate’s first intention is to complete his research on the case of Moldavian Greeks, and to
extend it afterwards to the case of Greeks in Wallachia.

Besides these two research topic, the candidate proposes a third one entitled The
economy of Moldavia in the 16™ and 17" Centuries. Its objective on the long run will be to
produce new quantitative data to measure different aspects of the local economy, such as the
production and the consume levels. However, on the short term the candidate’s efforts in this
regard will be to calculate the economic impact of the transit of Cretan wine on the Moldavian
economy during the 16" century.

Finally, the candidate stresses that his research topics are already subject for teaching

applications and he expresses his intention to continue in this direction.



Rezumat

Lucrarea de fatd isi propune sa evidentieze activitatea didacticd si de cercetare a
candidatului, prin prezentarea rezultatelor pe care le-a obtinut in perioada scursa de la
obtinerea titlului stiintific de “doctor in istorie”.

In Sectiunea I.1. sunt descrise reperele majore ale carierei universitare a candidatului,
precum si ale celei de cercetare. Accentul principal este pus pe modul in care s-au conturat
principalele directii de cercetare si pe realizarile stiintifice. Prezentarea realizarilor stiinfifice
este facutd din doud perspective. Una dintre ele este indicarea modului in care obiectivele
stiintifice enuntate s-au materializat prin lucrari publicate, comunicari stiintifice si proiecte de
cercetare. Cea de-a doua urmareste impactul pe care l-au avut aceste rezultate in istoriografia
nationald si internationald; masurarea acestui impact s-a facut in special prin referire la citari,
premii obtinute si crearea unor directii de predare specifice. Sectiunea se incheie cu o lista de
argumente cu care candidatul incearca sa demonstreze ca are capacitatea individuald de a
coordona echipe de cercetare, de a organiza si de a gestiona activitati didactice.

Sectiunea 1.2 prezintd prima directie de cercetare a candidatului, intitulatd Mediul
rezidential boieresc in secolele XIV-XVI. Obiectivele sale au fost sa reconstituie resedintele
boieresti din punct de vedere structural si sd stabileasca multiplele functii pe care le-au
indeplinit. Concluziile la care a ajuns arata ca resedintele boierilor au fost complexe de cladiri
cu utilitati multiple si complementare; in componenta lor intrau: locuinte, biserici, anexe
utilitar gospodaresti si fortificagii. Candidatul a analizat aceste componente din punct de
vedere constructiv §i a stabilit tipologii. Utilizand aceste tipologii, a putut stabili mai departe
care sunt modelele de care s-au folosit boierii romani pentru a-si construi resedintele. Acestea
sunt majoritar central-europene, in cazul locuintelor si fortificatiilor, si majoritar bizantino-
balcanice, in cazul bisericilor. Candidatul a mai concluzionat ca functiile resedintelor boieresti
au fost patru la numar: de locuire, economica, administrativa si defensiva. Functia de locuire
presupunea ca resedinta trebuia sa asigure un confort minim, vizibil pentru ceilal{i membri ai
societatil. Cele doua conditii erau indeplinite de regula prin arhitectura si dotarile locuintelor,
prin activitatile ctitoricesti (ridicarea de biserici de curte) 1 numai exceptional prin arhitectura
defensiva. Functia economicd implica satisfacerea necesitatilor de consum in materie de
alimentatie, vestimentatie, inventar casnic $i armament. Aceasta functie este ilustrata prin trei
tipuri de activitati si anexe, documentate in proximitatea resedintelor boieresti. Este vorba
despre anexe si activitati de producere a bunurilor de consum, de stocare/conservare, precum

si de comercializare a bunurilor respective. Functia administrativd a fost compusa din



activitatile de exploatare economicd, fiscald si judiciara a domeniilor boieresti. Aceste
activitati necesitau controlarea, coordonarea si directionarea lor din interiorul resedintelor si
aveau drept finalitate bunastarea familiei boieresti rezidente. Functia defensivd a insemnat
asigurarea securitatii personale a familiilor rezidente si a bunurilor acestora. De cele mai
multe ori aceasta functie a fost exercitatd de un numar de slugi boieresti Tnarmate si doar in
mod exceptional cu ajutorul arhitecturii defensive. Acesta este motivul pentru care functia
defensiva a fost cea mai putin eficienta dintre cele patru evidentiate de sursele istorice.

Sectiunea 1.3 prezinta a doua directie de cercetare a candidatului, intitulatda Negustorii
greci in economia i societatea Tarilor Romdne (cca. 1550-1620). Obiectivele sale au fost sa
identifice (1) factorii externi care au contribuit la instalarea negustorilor greci in Tarile
Romane, si (2) strategiile si mecanismele cu ajutorul cdrora s-au impus in fata competitiei
locale reprezentate de negustorii sasi, armeni, unguri i romani. Rezultatele obtinute pana
acum se refera exclusiv la cazul comunitatii de negustori greci din Moldova. Principalii
factori externi au fost: pozitia de intermediar a Moldovei in relatiile comerciale dintre Polonia
si Imperiul Otoman; integrarea partiala a Moldovei in economia-univers otomand;
conjunctura economica favorabila reprezentatd de aprovizionarea Poloniei cu vin cretan;
deschiderea comertului oriental al Venetiei fata de supusii greci si evrei; concurenta puternica
a negustorilor evrei din Imperiul Otoman. In plan intern au functionat: eliminarea de citre
domnii moldoveni a unei par{i importante din concurenta locald (sasi si armeni); constituirea
unei comunitdti de interese intre domnitorii Moldovei si negustorii greci (prin creditare,
inrudire, obiective politice); productia agro-pastorala interna, disponibila la prefuri reduse.

Sectiunea 1.4 prezinta doud cercetari de istorie economicd reunite sub titlul Varia
oeconomica. Obiectivul lor comun este acela de a obtine date economice cu caracter repetitiv,
pentru a putea opera minime analize economice cantitative si calitative. Rezultatele obtinute
sunt: (1) evaluarea traficului cu vin cretan prin Moldova, in special iIn a doua jumatate a
secolului al XVI-lea; (2) estimarea cantitatilor de sare extrase anual din salina de la Targu
Ocna 1n secolele XVI-XVIII.

Partea a II-a lucrarii evidentiaza intentiile candidatului in ceea ce priveste activitatile
viitoare de cercetare si activitatile didactice corelate.

In directia de cercetare intitulatd Mediul rezidential boieresc in secolele XIV-XVI,
autorul intentioneazd si continue cercetdrile. In acest sens, isi propune si studieze viata

cotidiana la curtile boierilor din secolele XIV-XVI.



In directia de cercetare intitulatd Negustorii greci in economia si societatea Tarilor
Romane (cca. 1550-1620), candidatul doreste sa completeze cercetarile referitoare la cazul
Moldovei; intentioneaza de asemenea sa le extinda la nivelul Tarii Romanesti.

Candidatul isi propune si o directie noud de cercetare intitulatd: Economia Tarii
Moldovei in secolele XV-XVII. Obiectivul sau imediat in acest sens va fi calcularea impactului
economic pe care l-a avut tranzitul vinului cretan prin Moldova secolului al XVI-lea.

In final candidatul subliniaza faptul cd directiile sale de cercetare fac deja obiectul

unor aplicatii didactice si isi exprima intentia de a continua in aceasta directie.
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